THI'S IS THE ADOPTED RULE AND MAY BE USED TO DETERM NE TAX LI ABILITY AND OR
EXEMPTI ONS UNTI L SUCH TI ME AS THE CODI FI ED VERSI ON | S AVAI LABLE FROM THE CODE
REVI SER' S OFFI CE.

AMENDATORY SECTI ON (Anending WSR 01-24-030, filed 11/27/01,
effective 12/28/01)

WAC 458-30-325 Transfers bet ween cl assifications--
Application for reclassification. (1) Introduction. This rule
di scusses the process used when land is reclassified into a
different classification under chapter 84.34 or 84.33 RCW

(2) Gener al i nformation - when reclassification is
required. In 1992, the legislature created an opportunity for
owners of classified land to change the classification under
which their land is classified under chapter 84.34 RCW or
desi gnated under chapter 84.33 RCW The nane given to this

process is "reclassification." It is now possible to swtch
between the different classifications of chapter 84.34 RCW and
f or est | and under chapt er 84.33 RCW The follow ng

circunstances may cause an owner of classified land to seek
recl assification:

(a) The classified land is no longer being used for the
purpose for which it was granted cl assification;

(b) The owner or new owner of classified |land has decided
to change the use of classified | and

(c) The classified |and no | onger neets the requirenments of
the classification under which it was originally classified; for
exanple, farm and agricultural land that no |onger produces the
m ni mum income required by RCW 84.34.020 (2)(b) and (c) nust
either be reclassified or renoved fromthe current use program

(d) The new owner is an heir or devisee of a deceased owner
who held classified land and the new owner either does not
choose to neet or cannot neet the requirenments of the
classification under which the land was originally classified;
or

(e) The assessor has determined the classified land is no
| onger eligible under the existing classification and the | and
must either be reclassified or renoved from the current use
program

(3) Reclassification process if land is subject to renoval
Wthin thirty days of receiving notice from the assessor that
classified land is to be renmoved from the current use program
the owner nust submit an application for reclassification into
anot her classification under chapter 84.34 or 84.33 RCW if the

owner elects to have the land remain classified. The renoval
notice nust include a statement informng the owner of the
classified land about the reclassification option. If an
application for reclassification is submtted wthin thirty
days, the land is not renoved from classification until the

application for reclassification is approved or deni ed.
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(4) Reclassification process if an owner seeks change of
cl assification. An owner of classified |land may seek to have
t he | and recl assified under a di fferent current use
classification under chapter 84.34 RCW or may seek designation
as forest | and under chapter 84.33 RCW

(a) If an owner elects to have |and reclassified, the owner
must submit an application for reclassification to the assessor

of the county in which the land is |ocated. This application
form will be prepared by the departnent and supplied to
assessors  or it may be obtained on the internet at

http://dor.wa. gov/index.asp under property tax, "forns."

(b) Wthin seven days of receiving this request, the
assessor nmust forward a copy of the application for
reclassification to the appropriate granting authority (see the
definition of "granting authority”" in WAC 458-30-200 for nore
details). The assessor retains a copy of all applications for
recl assification.

(c) Wien an application for reclassification is submtted

the classified status of the land is not changed until the
application is approved or deni ed.
(5) Appl i cation procedur e. An appl i cation for

reclassification is processed in the sane manner as an initia

application for classification, which may include paynent of an
application fee if the county requires one. Al classification
requi rements of RCW 84.34.035 for farm and agricultural |and

RCW 84.34.037 for open space |and, RCW 84.34.041 for tinber
| and, and chapter 84.33 RCWfor forest |and nust be satisfied in
order to reclassify I|and. (These requirenents are also
described in WAC 458-30-225, 458-30-230, 458-30-232, 458-30-242,
and chapter 458-40 WAC.)

(a) The granting authority nust process an application for
reclassification in the same nmanner as it processes an initial
application for classification under chapter 84.34 RCW or for
desi gnation as forest |and under chapter 84.33 RCW

(b) A tinber managenent plan nust be filed with the county
| egislative authority wthin sixty days of the date the
application for reclassification under this chapter or from
desi gnated forest |and under chapter 84.33 RCWis received. The
application for reclassification wll be accepted, but nay not
be processed until this plan is received.

(i) If this plan is not received within sixty days of the
date the application for reclassification is received, the
application will be deni ed.

(ii) If circunmstances require it, the assessor nmay all ow an
extension of tine for submtting a tinber nmanagenent plan when
an application for reclassification is received. The applicant
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wll be notified of this extension in witing. Wen the
assessor extends the filing deadline for this plan, the county
| egislative authority should delay processing the application

until the plan is received. If the tinber managenent plan is
not received by the date set by the assessor, the application
for reclassification will be automatically deni ed.

(c) An application for reclassification may be approved or
denied, in whole or in part.

(i) The granting authority nust notify the applicant in
witing of the extent to which the application for
reclassification is approved or deni ed.

(i1) The applicant has the sane appeal rights in relation
to a denial of an application for reclassification as the
appl i cant has in regard to an initial application for
cl assification.

(iiti) If an application for reclassification is denied, the
assessor renoves the land from classification and calcul ates

additional tax, interest, and penalty in accordance with RCW
84. 34. 108.

(6) Reclassifications exenpt from additional tax. No
addi ti onal t ax, i nterest, or penal ty are due when

reclassification is a result of any of the following transfers
bet ween cl assifications:

(a) Reclassification from farm and agricultural |and under
RCW 84. 34.020(2) to: Ti mber | and under RCW 84.34.020(3), open
space | and under RCW 84.34.020(1), or forest |land under chapter
84. 33 RCW

(b) Recl assi fication from tinber | and under RCW
84.34.020(3) to: Farm and agricultural | and under RCW
84.34.020(2), open space |and under RCW 84.34.020(1), or forest
| and under chapter 84.33 RCW

(c) Reclassification from open space/farm and agricultura
conservation |and under RCW 84.34.020 (1)(c) to farm and
agricultural land wunder RCW 84.34.020(2) if the land was
previously classified as farmand agricultural |and; or

(d) Reclassification from forest |and under chapter 84.33
RCWto open space | and under RCW 84. 34.020(1).

(7) I ncome production requirenments  of land to be
recl assified. The inconme production requirenents relating to
the following reclassifications may be deferred for a period of
up to five years from the effective date of reclassification
when:

(a) Land classified as open space/farm and agricultural
conservation land under RCW 84.34.020 (1)(c) or tinber |I|and
under RCW 84.34.020(3) is reclassified as farm and agricul tura
| and under RCW 84.34.020 (2)(b) or (c); or
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(b) Land ((elassified—or)) designated as forest |and under
chapter 84.33 RCWis reclassified as farm and agricultural |and
under RCW 84.34.020 (2)(b) or (c).

(8 Valuation of reclassified |and. The value of
reclassified land will be based on the new classification as of
January 1 of the assessnent year following approval of the
request for reclassification. For exanple, if an application

for reclassification from farm and agricultural land to open
space/farm and agricultural conservation land is submtted on
February 15, 1999, and approved effective June 1, 1999, the |and
w Il be valued and assessed as open space/farm and agricul tural
conservation land on January 1, 2000, and the owner is required
to pay taxes on this new assessed val ue in 2001.
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